 Minutes of the Sydney Branch of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History 

6pm Wednesday 25 May 2011 

The Shannon, 87-91 Abercrombie St, Chippendale 

Members and friends came to hear

Rowan Day (University of Western Sydney) 

Talking about the experiences of the Cobar ‘Wobblies’ during World War One. 
With Fists and Boots Being Freely Used: Anti-IWW violence in Cobar 
Preceding the Red Flag Riots of 1919 by almost two years was the largely forgotten attempt to purge the western NSW mining town of Cobar of the IWW by vigilante mobs. Rather than ‘loyalists’ or returned soldiers, the violence in Cobar was perpetrated by craft unionists from the Federated Mining Employees’ Association. On the most violent night a riot involving a thousand people broke out. “Every IWW man who was caught was severely dealt with, fists and boots being freely used”. One such boot (“or knuckle-duster”) broke the jaw of the local IWW’s ‘literature secretary’. Away from the big-city press, these events drew little attention, though enough to excite the Illawarra Mercury who rejoiced that the Wobblies were “thrashed with such vigour... would the same could be said of all the other Cobars”. This talk makes their story known.

Apologies:  John Dean, executive member, whose uncle was Richard Hawkins was president of the Cobar Branch of the Miner’s Union from 1906 until 1911.

There were approximately 24+ people in attendance.  Including: Sue tracey, Samuel Russell, Linda Carruthers, Karol Floreh, Steph Mawson, Durayon Fertl, Barry Cooper, Sivlia Salisbury, Danny Blackman, Joan Leach, Doug Fullarton, John Sebesta, Colin Cooper, Mary Willcox, Barry Blears, Rosemary Bilton, Damien Stapleton, Rory O’Malley, Fran McIlroy, Mark Westcott, Nick Dyrenfurth, Sarah Gregson, Andrew Moore, Rowan Day
There was some delay with getting a space in the hotel.  Downstairs was made available, with bad grace on the part of the hotel staff.
President of the Sydney Branch, Sarah Gregson introduced Rowan Day  who gave an interesting talk.  
Meeting closed about 7pm

