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• We publish the Queensland Journal of Labour 
History twice a year. 

• We host the annual Alex Macdonald lecture 

• We hold regular presentations, seminars, film 
screenings, walking tours, book launches 

2019 ALEX MACDONALD LECTURE 

Raymond Evans 
(Adjunct Professor, Griffith University) 

‘Hostile whirlwinds swirl 
above us…’ 

The Red Flag 
riots and the 
tumult of 1919 
Wed 12 June, 5.30 for 6.00 
Level 2, QCU Building 
16 Peel St, South Brisbane 

The Alex Macdonald Lecture is the 
major event held by the BLHA each 
year. It is named in honour of the 
Left activist and former Secretary 
of the Queensland Trades and 
Labour Council ( 1952-69). 

Raymond Evans is one of Queens-
land’s most distinguished historians. 

He has written extensively about 
racism and frontier violence, as well 
as many other aspects of social and 
political history. 

His book, A History of Queensland 
(2007) is the best one-volume 
history of this state. 

The years after the First World War were years of 
tumult. Tens of millions of young men and women 
had died in the slaughter; hundreds of millions 
were determined that such a horror would never 
happen again. Many wanted society to be entirely 
reorganised, on socialist lines. 

Determined to stop them were the hard men of the 
right; those who had organised the bloodbath, 
those determined to defend capital and its military. 
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BLHA Oral History Project — Preserving the history 
of our movement

Australia has a well-established and well-run network of archives that preserve 
documents and physical evidence from our history; including the history of our 
unions, parties and struggles.

However, the voices and experiences of individual activists are not so well 
preserved.

The Brisbane Labour History Association has decided to launch an Oral History 
project to begin changing that.

In the coming months, we’ll be designing and managing a project to record the 
experience of the 1985 SEQEB dispute, the most significant dispute in Queensland 
in the past 40 years.

We want you, our members and supporters involved in this.

Almost everyone knows someone who participated in the dispute. Some were 
those in the front line of Bjelke-Petersen’s assault on our jobs and rights; tens of 
thousands of others came to picket lines, rallies and meetings, raised funds, or just 
talked about it with their workmates and friends.

Others had positions of responsibility: in parliament, leading trade unions or other 
organisations.

Our long-term aims are to publish a book on the dispute and the lessons learned, 
and set up a website of materials about it, including excerpts from interviews.

A diverse project

At the same time, we will be encouraging our members and supporters to begin 
recording their own experiences, and that of their friends and colleagues, in the 
labour movement and the Left more broadly.

Within our membership there is a priceless heritage of building campaigns, 
organising and fighting for better workplaces and a more decent society.

As part of our project we will be organising training sessions with the assistance 
and expertise of members of Oral History Queensland.

Our oral history project will be launched at the annual Alex Macdonald Lecture, 
on June 12th this year.

Phil Griffiths, Brisbane Labour History Association Executive
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BLHA 
President’s Column

Greg Mallory

I would like to welcome three new 
members to our BLHA committee — 
Jeff Rickertt, Jess Hensman and Elliot 
Darcy. Jeff of course has previously 
been an active committee member 
and journal editor and we are pleased 
to have his insights and experience 
again. Jess and Elliot are young 
union organizers and will bring some 
welcome new ideas and enthusiasm to 
our work!

BLHA members are assisting with a 
project to document the history of the 
Union Cooperative Society, which 
set up a Union Coop in inner city 
Paddington in 1969, with grocery 
store, petrol sales, white goods buying 
coop, and a meeting room which is still 
run as the Union Coop centre. The 50-
year anniversary will be celebrated this 
year, and BLHA plans a talk about the 
history of coops in Australia as part 
of those anniversary celebrations in 
August.

In November last year, BLHA and the 
Search Foundation ran a joint seminar 
on “Women’s Work: the struggles 
of women in employment: wage 

disparity, superannuation, insecure 
work, discrimination and harassment. 
Speakers included Ros McLennan 
(QCU General Secretary), Prof Glenda 
Strachan, QTU official Penny Spalding, 
Young Workers Hub worker Imogen 
Barker, and Dr Linda Colley from ALP 
anti-discrimination Committee.

Following a workshop for retired 
unionists at the ACTU congress in 
June 2018, BLHA members have been 
involved in the establishment of a 
Retired Unionist Network in Brisbane, 
launched in August with the name 
“Vintage Reds”. Members carried a 
newly painted banner in the QCU 
Change the Rules rally in Brisbane 
last November, and have joined union 
actions by the MUA when ferry drivers 
were on strike last year, and by the 
ASU in support of hospital workers 
at the Mater hospital earlier this year. 
Vintage reds meet in the QCU each 
first Thursday of the month at 10:00am 
and any retired union members are 
welcome to join in!

Our committee discussions this year 
have included planning for the Alex 
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Macdonald lecture on June 12th and a 
project to start recording the stories of 
older workers about their working life 
and experiences, to provide an archive 
of valuable labour history. We will 
keep you updated as we develop this 
project as it is something with which 
any member of BLHA can assist.

Les Crofton, a long term member of 
the BLHA, passed away late last year. 
Les was Secretary of the Rail, Tram 
and Bus Union. An obituary will be 
published in the next journal.






